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THIRTY-SIXTH STATED MEETING OF THE
AMERICANORNITHOLOGISTS' UNION.

BY T. S. PALMER.

The Thirty-sixth Stated Meeting of the American Ornitholo-

gists' Union convened in New York City, on Monday, November

11, 1918. Owing to the epidemic of influenza which had prevailed

for some weeks it was necessary, for the first time in the history

of the Union, to omit the public sessions and confine the sessions

to business meetings of the Council, Fellows and Members. The

meetings were held on the historic occasion of the signing of the

armistice and amid the noisy celebration of the end of the great

world war. The attendance included 14 Fellows and several

members. Among those present were two Founders of the Union,

Dr. J. A. Allen and Dr. A. K. Fisher, and three Fellows originally

elected in 18S3, William Dutcher, Dr. Geo. Bird Grinnell and

John H. Sage.

At the meeting of the Fellows called to order in the American

Museum of Natural History at 8.05 P. M. by the President,

John H. Sage, 12 Fellows were present. The amendment to the

By-Laws proposed at the last Stated Meeting, making the fee of

Patrons one thousand dollars, was formally adopted.

At the meeting of the Fellows and Members called to order by

the President at 8.20 P. M., 13 Fellows and 4 Members were present.

Following the calling of the roll the list of members in military

and naval service was read (see last pages). The report of the Sec-

retary giving the status of the membership was then presented.

This report showed a net gain of 62 members during the year.

In November, 1917, the total number of members was 891 while

the present membership was 953 distributed as follows: Fellows,

50; Retired Fellows, 2; Honorary Fellows, 15; Corresponding

Fellows, 56; Members, 80; and Associates, 750. During the

year the Union lost 14 members by death, 13 by resignation and

20 by delinquency. The deaths (including two in the previous
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year, news of which was delayed) comprised those of one Retired

Fellow, one Honorary Fellow, one Corresponding Fellow, and 11

Associates, three of whom were killed in action in France. The

deceased members are as follows:

Lyman Belding, 1 Retired Fellow, aged 88^, died at Stockton, Calif.,

Nov. 22, 1917

Dr. Friedrich Hermann Otto Finsch, 2 Honorary Fellow, of Brunswick,

Germany, died in his 78th year, Jan. 31, 1917

Col. William Vincent Legge, 3 Corresponding Fellow, died in his 75th year

at St. Mary's, Tasmania, Mar. 25, 1918

Eric Brooke Dunlop, 4 of Winnipeg, Man., aged 30, killed in action.

May 19, 1917

Miss Martha Burr Banks, of Westport, Conn., Dec. 13, 1917

Rowland Gibson Hazard, 5 aged 63, died at Santa Barbara, Calif.

Jan. 23, 1918

George Batten, 6 aged 64, died at Montclair, N. J. Feb. 16, 1918

Prof. Jonathan Young Stanton, 7 died in his 84th year at Lewiston, Me.,

Feb. 17, 1918

Henry Justice, 8 died in his 74th year at Philadelphia, Pa., Mar. 1, 1918

Mrs. Sara Anderson Hubbard, died in her 86th year, at Brooklyn, N. Y.,

July 31, 1918

Walter Freeman McMahon 9 of New York City, aged 29, killed in action,

Aug. 28, 1918

Prof. David Ernest Lantz, 10 died in his 64th year at Washington, D. C,
Oct. 7, 1918

Douglas Clifford Mabbott " of Washington, D. C, aged 25, killed in action,

Sept. 15, 1918

Mrs. S. W. Powell of West Beckett, Mass., died 1918

The Secretary reported that notices of the last annual meeting

had been published in 'Bird-Lore,' 'Cassinia,' 'The Condor,'

'Guide to Nature,' and 'Science.' In an effort to secure greater

publicity of the work of the Union brief notices had been sent to

For obituary notice, see Auk, XXXV, p. 10G.
" see Auk, XXXV, p. 381.
"

see. Auk, XXXV, p. 510.
"

see Auk, XXXV, p. 266.
"

see Auk, XXXV, p. 264.
"

see Auk, XXXV, p. 264.
"

see Auk, XXXV, p. 511.
" * see Auk, XXXV, p. 266.

see Auk, XXXVI, No. 1.

" see Auk, XXXVI, No. 1.
"

see Auk, XXXVI, No. 1.
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'The Emu,' 'Ibis,' and 'Nature,' and an account of the Union

had been published in the ' American MuseumJournal ' for October,

1918.

In order to provide as far as possible for the dues of members
in military service, requests for subscriptions to a memorial fund

were sent to a selected list of members during the campaign for the

Third Liberty Loan. This fund was to form part of the permanent

funds of the Union and was to be invested in Liberty Bonds. The
interest during the period of the war would be used to meet the

dues of members in service and later for publications. The
responses to this appeal were very generous and resulted in the

acquisition of a fund of nearly $1700. By vote of the Council

those contributors who subscribed an amount equal to the life

membership fee will hereafter be carried on the rolls as life mem-
bers. By this action one Fellow, two Members and three Asso-

ciates will be exempt in future from the payment of annual dues.

In April cards were sent to 100 libraries known to have ' The
Auk' inquiring as to whether the sets were complete and whether

the two general Indexes and the last Check List were available

for reference. The correspondence which ensued resulted in the

sale by the Treasurer of a number of volumes of 'The Auk' and

also of ' Indexes ' and ' Check Lists.'

Some progress was made during the year in an intensive study

of the membership of the Union. A geographical list of the

members arranged by states was prepared and small maps showing

the geographical distribution of members in 1888 and 1918 were

exhibited. A consolidated index containing the names of all

persons who had ever been connected with the Union was also

begun. In accordance with the vote taken at the last meeting

lists of the members 'Called to the Colors' were published in

each number of ' The x\uk ' and copies of these lists were forwarded

to such of the members in service as could be reached. Copies

of the report of the last meeting and of the discussion on 'Orni-

thological Work in 1918' were also distributed to the Correspond-

ing Fellows.

The report of the treasurer showed the finances of the Union

to be in a highly satisfactory condition with a substantial bal-

ance of $2463.89 in receipts over current expenses and a total
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surplus including subscriptions to the special memorial fund and

income from life memberships and other invested funds, of more

than $6000.

The result of the election of officers for the ensuing year was as

follows: President, John H. Sage: Vice Presidents, Witmer

Stone and Geo. Bird Grinnell; Secretary, T. S. Palmer; Treasurer,

Jonathan Dwight; Members of the Council, Ruthven Deane,

William Dutcher, Joseph Grinnell, Frederic A. Lucas, Harry C.

Oberholser, Charles W. Richmond, and Thomas S. Roberts.

On recommendation of the Council the following five Honorary

and fourteen Corresponding Fellows were duly elected.

Honorary Fellows:

Dr. Roberto Dabbene, Buenos Aires, Argentina.

Alwyn Karl Haagner, Pretoria, Transvaal.

Dr. Einar Lonnberg, Stockholm, Sweden.

Dr. Auguste Men6gaux, Paris, France.

Dr. Peter Suschkin, Kharkov, Russia.

Corresponding Fellows:

Edwin Ashby, Wittauga, Blackwood, South Australia.

E. C. Stuart Baker, Secretary B. O. U., London, England.

Dr. Louis Brasil, Caen, France.

Dr. Walter E. Collinge, St. Andrews, Scotland.

Nils Gyldenstolpe, Stockholm, Sweden.

Tom Iredale, Ealing, England.

Rev. Francis Charles Robert Jourdain, Abingdon, England.

Cecil Boden Kloss, Kuala Lumpur, Federated Malay States.

Nagamichi Kuroda, Tokio, Japan.

Enrique Lynch Arribalzaga, Resistencia, Argentina.

Dr. Charles Theodore Ramsden, Guantanamo, Cuba.

Herbert C. Robinson, Kuala Lumpur, Federated Malay. States.

Charles Francis Massy Swynnerton, Gungunyava, South Rhodesia.

Norman Frederic Ticehurst, St. Leonards-on-Sea, England.

Dr. Harold C. Bryant, Berkeley, Calif.; George K. Cherrie,

Newfane, Vt.; Lieut. Ludlow Griscom, New York City; Lieut.

James L. Peters, Harvard, Mass.; and Robert Wr

. Williams,

Washington, D. C, were elected to the class of Members, and the
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following one hundred and forty-seven persons were elected

Associates

:

Miss Harriet Abbott, Box 125, Fryeburg, Maine.

Joseph Moody Akerman, High St., Newburyport, Mass.

Ransom Perry Allaman, R. D. 4, Bedford, Penn.

Lucius Armitage, 282 E. 162d St., NewYork City.

Ralph Arnold, 825 Union Oil Building, Los Angeles, Calif.

Mrs. Benjamin Bachrach, 1437 West Main St., Decatur, 111.

John Leonard Bagg, 70 Fairfield Ave., Holyoke, Mass.

Alfred M. Bailey, Louisiana State Museum, NewOrleans, La.

Miss Katharine Bruce Baird, 815 Webster St., N. W., Washington,.

DC.
Edward M. Ball, Falls Church, Va.

Miss Helen Barker, Sandusky, O.

Rev. John Mallery Bates, St. Paul, Nebr.

Dr. James Baxter, Chatham, New Brunswick.

Miss Clara Kern Bayliss, 6059 Harper Ave., Chicago, 111.

Mrs. Willard Bayliss, Eveleth, Minn.

Ernest Harold Baynes, Meriden, N. H.

Miss Frances Bigelow, Elkhart, Ind.

Miss Marion Bole, Waterbury, Conn.

Frederick Gilmer Bonfils, 1500 East 10th Ave., Denver, Colo.

Miss Bertha Louise Brown, 53 Court St., Bangor, Me.

Mrs. Herbert Brown, 434 E. 2d St., Tucson, Ariz.

Rollin E. Buchanan, Excelsior, Minn.

Frank Seiler Butterworth, Madison, Conn.

Mrs. James C. Buzzell, 11 Henderson St., Bangor, Maine.

Mrs. Hiram Byrd, Winter Park, Fla.

Miss Ethel B. Capling, Wiseton, Sask.

Mrs. Olivia Garnsey Carroll, Rutland, Mass.

Clifford Mills Case, 16 Burton St., Hartford, Conn.

Robert Carsen Caskey, Morristown, N. J.

Mrs. Arthur E. Caswell, 241 Union St., Athol, Mass.

Charles William Clagett, Upper Marlboro, Prince George Co., Md.
C. Irvin Clay, Box 353, Eureka, Calif.

P. Sidney Conger, Prairie du Sac, Wis.

Blair Coursen, 64th & University Avenues, Chicago, 111.

Dr. Henry H. Covell, 1600 East Ave., Rochester, N. Y.

Norman Criddle, Treesbank, Man.

Albert Ashley Cross, Huntington, Hampshire Co., Mass.

Miss Joann Olivia Crowell, Dennis, Mass.

Prof. Byron Cummings, Univ. Arizona, Tucson, Ariz.

Lee Raymond Dice, Biological Survey, Washington, D. C.

Alexander Dawes DuBois, Dutton, Mont.
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Miss Lulu Dunbar, R. D. 1, Elkhorn, Wis.

Howard Eaton, Wolf, Wyo.
Miss Katharine May Edwards, Wellesley College, Wellesley, Mass.

Sidney E. Ekblaw, R. F. D. 23, Rantoul, 111.

Willard Ayres Eliot, 1011 Thurman St., Portland, Ore.

Henry Lane Eno, Princeton, N. J.

George A. Eyer, Short Hills, N. J.

Mrs. William Falger, Modesto, Calif.

Francis Apthorp Foster, Edgartown, Mass.

Leonard Freeman Jr., 1374 Elizabeth St., Denver, Colo.

Miss Edna Gainsforth, Smithfield, Nebr.

Mrs. Frank Bemis Goode, Billings St., Sharon, Mass.

A. Lignori Gormley, Arnprior, Ont.

E. W. Graves, Spring Hill, Ala.

Walter G. Guth, 3929 Greenview Ave., Chicago, 111.

Arthur Henry Hardisty, 2326 First St., N. W., Washington, D. C.

Harold Ira Hartshorn, 53 South 12th St., Newark, N. J.

Mrs. C. F. Harvey, Vernon Hall, Kinston, N. C.

G. S. Hauxhurst, The Cadillack, 17th and Walnut Ave., Cleveland, O.

Miss Hester Heacock, Sec. Wyncote Bird Club, Wyncote, Pa.

John Brooks Henderson, 16th St. & Florida Ave., N. W., Washington,

D. C.

Mrs. Elizabeth Adams Herrick, Topsfield, Mass.

Dr. C. Gordon Hewitt, Dept. Agriculture, Ottawa, Canada.

Andrew Whitman Higgins, Sandwich, Mass.

Mrs. G. B. Hoag, Elko, Nev.

Richard Montague Hunt, Mus. Vertebrate Zool., Berkeley, Calif.

Mrs. Gertrude H. Husher, 821 S. Hope St., Los Angeles, Calif.

Mrs. Silkman Elting Hyde, Mayfield, Idaho.

Ralph Waldo Jackson, R. D. 1, Cambridge, Md.
Dr. George Herman Jennings, Jewett City, Conn.

Wm. Frost Jones, Norway, Maine.

George L. Kaeding, Battle Mountain, Nev.

George L. Kirk, Rutland, Vt.

Albert J. Kirn, Solomon, Kans.

Roy M. Langdon, Sec. Maywood Bird Club, Maywood, 111.

Prof. Austin P. Larrabee, Yankton College, Yankton, S. D.

George Augustus Lawyer, 1931 17th St., N. W., Washington, D. C.

Ernest G. Liebold, 94 Rhode Island Ave., Highland Park, Mich.

Clarence M. Lindsay, 213 Congress St., Brooklyn, N. Y.

Charles Irving Long, 130 Fifth Ave., Roselle, N. J.

Richard D. Lusk, Winkelman, Ariz.

Otto McCreary, Geneva, N. Y.

Myles Standish McGeever, 60 Keene St., Lowell, Mass.

Thomas Arthur McHarg, 725 Highland Ave., Boulder, Colo.

George Marvin Marckres, Sharon, Conn.
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H. H. Mitchell, Provincial Museum, Normal School, Regina, Sask.

Miss Carrie Ella Miller, 36 Cottage St., Lewiston, Me.

Dr. Loye Holmes Miller, State Normal School, Los Angeles, Calif.

Adelbert John Moody, Mtna, Life Ins. Co., Hartford, Conn.

Dr. Wm. Ladd Moody, Newport, R. I.

William Henry Moore, Mouth Keswick, R. M. D. 1, N. B.

Charles B. Morss, 35 Greenleaf St., Bradford, Mass.

Edwin Lincoln Moseley, Bowling Green, O.

E. D. Nauman, Box 606, Sigourney, la.

Donald J. Nicholson, Orlando, Fla.

Mrs. Carrie Morse Norton, Faulkton, S. D.

Mrs. Edith Hoilick Oliver, Authors' League of America, 34 W42d St.,

New York, N. Y.

Henry W. Osgood, 16 Elm St., Pittsfield, N. H.

Mrs. Bertha Ellis Palmer, 1939 Biltmore St., N. W., Washington, D. C.

Miss Elizabeth Day Palmer, 1741 S. Harvard Blvd., Los Angeles, Calif.

Miss Jennie S. Parks, 128 Crafts Road, Chestnut Hill, Mass.

John Roy Pemberton, 71 Clarendon Ave., San Francisco, Calif.

Miss Elizabeth Alice Simpson Pennell, 252 Maine St., Brunswick, Me.

E. H. Perkins, Kingston, R. I.

Wright McEwen Pierce, Box 343, Claremont, Calif.

Mrs. F. A. Pritchard, 203 N. Court St., Medina, O.

Emmet Augustus Quarles, 40 Davenport Drive, Stamford, Conn.

Miss Mary Estelle Raker, 1484 E. Sherman St., Portland, Ore.

Walter S. Ratliff, Richmond, Ind.

Henry Cushier Raven, Bay Shore, L. L, N. Y.

Mrs. Bruce Reid, Port Arthur, Tex.

Henry J. Rust, Box 683, Coeur d'Alene, Idaho.

Miss Myra M. Sampson, 8 Paradise Road, Northampton, Mass.

Remi H. Santens, Carnegie Museum, Pittsburgh, Pa.

J. J. Schafer, Port Byron, 111.

Julien Eliot Schonnegel, 92 Morningside Ave., 122d St., New York.

Will Scott, Bloomington, Ind.

James W. Sewell Jr., 2218 Patterson St., Nashville, Tenn.

Foster L. Shelley, Waukegan, 111.

John A. Silver, Darlington, Md.
Miss Ethel M. Smith, 57 N. Pleasant St., Amherst, Mass.

Joseph Dewey Soper, R. D. 2, Preston, Ont.

Paul Haynes Steele, 1429 Cherokee St., Denver, Colo.

Mrs. Jesse Stephenson, Monte Vista, Colo.

Rev. Alfred Luther Struthers, Townsend, Mass.

Dana W. Sweet, Phillips, Me.

Loren E. Taylor, R. D. 2, Reno, Nev.

Miss Mabel Thurston Tilton, Vineyard Haven, Mass.

Miss Annie Florence Towne, Topsfield, Mass.

J. F. Truesdell, Equitable Bldg., Denver, Colo.
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Mrs. George M. Turner, Riverside, Calif.

Asam H. Twitchell, Flat, Alaska.

Dr. Eugene U. Ufford, Central St., Auburndale, Mass.

Miss Katie Vallandingham, 811 Highland Ave., Carrollton, Ky.

Samuel Henry Vandergrift, 311 Riggs Building, Washington, D. C.

Prof. Charles Taylor Vorhies, University of Arizona, Tucson, Ariz.

Ernest Pillsbury Walker, Wrangell, Alaska.

C. G. Watson, London, Ont.

Rev. Le Roy Titus Weeks, Emmetsburg, la.

Mrs. J. W. Wheeler, R. D. 1, Tucson, Ariz.

Miss Lena Catharine Wileye, Buckland, Mass.

Enrique R. Williams, Camoa, Province of Habana, Cuba.

H. V. Williams, Grafton, N. D.

Todd Albert Wingard, care Dr. C. W. Richmond, 1929 Park Road,

Washington, D. C.

Prof. Lyman Child Wooster, Ft. Hays Normal School, Hays, Kans.

Rev. Charles John Young, Brighton, Ont.

The Committee on Biography and Bibliography, through its

chairman, Dr. Palmer, submitted a brief verbal report showing

progress in several of the projects mentioned in previous reports.

Dr. Glover M. Allen, who has been appointed a member of the

Committee, has been devoting his attention mainly to the prepa-

ration of an index of papers relating to types and special collections

of birds and has already brought together about 200 titles. Work

has been continued on the 'Index of Portraits of Ornithologists'

and the entries have been increased from 700 to about 770, of which

nearly 50 per cent are those of present or past members of the

Union. In addition to new entries a number of new portraits of

individuals already in the list have been indexed. Progress has

also been made on the 'Bibliography of Bibliographies.' Much
time has been devoted to the study already mentioned of the

membership of the Union and to securing full names of the members

to complete the records. In the matter of manuscripts it is inter-

esting to mention that the valuable set of diaries of the late Prof.

F. E. L. Beal, comprising more than 50 volumes and extending

over a period of nearly 40 years, has recently been deposited

in the library of the LT
. S. Department of Agriculture; and that

an interesting manuscript of Titian R. Peale, relating to the

history of the Wilkes Exploring Expedition, has been acquired by

the Smithsonian Institution.
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In accordance with the recommendation of the Council the invi-

tation extended by the British Ornithologists' Union to the A. O. U.

to join in a cooperative enterprise for the preparation of a series

of Check Lists of the birds of the principal zoological regions of the

world, arranged on a uniform plan, to be known as the ' Systema

Avium' (see 'The Auk,' XXXV, p. 509), received favorable

consideration and was referred to the committee on Classification

and Nomenclature with power to act.

Resolutions were adopted expressing the thanks of the Union to

the President and Trustees of the American Museum of Natural

History for the courtesies extended during the 36th meeting of

the Union, and also requesting the states of Oregon and California

through their respective Legislative and Executive branches to

take action to cede to the United States jurisdiction over such

portions of the Malheur and Klamath Lake Bird Reservations as

may be necessary to insure the permanent preservation of these

refuges by the Federal Government.

On Tuesday afternoon, some of the officers of the Union under

the guidance of Dr. Grinnell visited Audubon Park in the vicinity

of 157th St. and Broadway and inspected the three houses where

Audubon and his sons, Victor and John Woodhouse Audubon,

lived during their later years. A visit was also paid to Trinity

Cemetery, only a few blocks away, where Audubon and George

N. Lawrence are buried.

On the following day the Treasurer and Secretary spent several

hours in the library of the New York Historical Society (on 77th

Street, opposite the southeast corner of the American Museum),

examining the original drawings of Audubon's great work on the

'Birds of America.' This wonderful collection of drawings,

preserved in five large portfolios, was purchased direct from Mrs.

J. J. Audubon, nearly half a century ago. Apparently its existence

is not generally known and it seems to have been seen by com-

paratively few ornithologists. An examination of it either super-

ficially or with a reading glass will well repay any one who visits

the library.

Although the omission of the public meetings with the oppor-

tunities for the presentation of papers and the usual social inter-

course proved a great disappointment to many of the members,
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it is gratifying to know that the Union has passed through the

trying ordeals of war times without increasing its dues or cutting-

down its journal and without decrease either in its membership or

income. In fact the past year has proved one of the most pros-

perous in its whole history.

The next meeting will be held in New York City, in 1919, at a

date to be determined by the local committee.


